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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is responsive to the application filed on November 16, 2000. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Friske 
et al. CFriske' hereinafter), US Patent 6,070.170. 

As to claim 1, Friske discloses a method for use in managing data in a database 
system (col. 2, 60-67). Friske teaches 'receiving a request to perform an operation on a 
set of target data' as the unloaded target data set is reorganized by the processor 106 
and loaded into a shadow location 310 of the storage unit 108 (col. 6, lines 25-27 et 
seq). Further, Friske teaches initiating execution of the operation' as a program of 
machine-readable instructions executable by a digital data processing apparatus to 
perform a method for reorganizing a database (col. 3, lines 20-22). Finally, Friske 
teaches 'at some point after execution has begun, placing a lock on the target data to 
prevent concurrent execution of other operations on the target data' as a blocking drain 
has been used to request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. 
The process requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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process, A, already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along 
and requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B 
waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process 
C were queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as 
task 408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units 
(LUW) of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col, 7, 
lines 1-13). 

As to claim 2, Friske teaches 'placing an initial lock on the target data at a level 
that prevents concurrent execution of at least one operation and, at some point after 
execution has begun, placing a final lock on the target data at a level that prevents 
concurrent execution of a larger set of operations' as a blocking drain has been used to 
request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process 
requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, 
already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along and 
requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting 
for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were 
queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 
408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) 
of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization ('concurrent*) points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13). 
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As to claim 3, Friske teaches *the initial lock allows concurrent execution of 
operations that involve reading the target data' as a blocking drain has been used to 
request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process 
requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, 
already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along and 
requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting 
for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were 
queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 
408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) 
of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13). 

As to clam 4, Friske teaches 'the final lock prevents concurrent execution of all 
operations on the target data' as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a 
target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, 
would have to wait for the target data set if another process. A, already had a lock on 
the target data set. If another process, C, came along and requested access to the 
target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data 
set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting 
behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to 
wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were 
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completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between 
synchronization (^concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 5, Friske teaches 'allowing a user to specify the type of lock initially 
placed on the data' as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target data 
set for data reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would have to 
wait for the target data set if another process. A, already had a lock on the target data 
set. If another process, C, came along and requested access to the target data set, it 
would be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the 
reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind A for the 
target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use the 
target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed, 
where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 6, Friske teaches *the operation is one of the following types: a 
COLLECT STATISTICS operation, a CREATE INDEX operation, and an ALTER' as . 
after the target data set has been unloaded, the data is ordered in logical sequence in 
task 410, reorganized in task 412, and loaded into a shadow location in task 414. The 
target data set may include data indexes which, after the target data set has been 
reorganized, may be rebuilt into reorganized data indexes in task 416. Rebuilding the 
data indexes is necessary in the preferred embodiment as discussed above so that 
quick access to the reorganized data may occur. Log records are applied to the target 
data set in the shadow location in task 418 which allows any changes to the original 
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data set which occurred while the reorganization was taking place to be applied to the 
reorganized target data set (coll. 7, lines 55-67 et seq). 

As to claim 7, Friske discloses a database system (col. 2, lines 60-67). Friske 
teaches 'at least one storage device' as one or more magnetic data storage disks such 
as a "hard drive" or any other suitable storage device (col. 4, lines 20-23 et seq). 
Further, Friske teaches 'at least one computing node configured to deliver data to and 
retrieve data from the storage device' as storage comprises, for example, one or more 
magnetic data storage disks such as a "hard drive" or any other suitable storage device. 
The client ('node') computer 102 may include in one embodiment an output module 112 
for outputting/displaying program status results on a graphic display 116, print 
mechanism 1 14 or data storage medium 118 (col. 4, lines 20-26 et seq). Friske 
discloses a database-management component (col. 2, lines 60-67). Friske teaches 
'receiving a request to perform an operation on a set of target data' as the unloaded 
target data set is reorganized by the processor 106 and loaded into a shadow location 
310 of the storage unit 108 (col. 6, lines 25-27 et seq). Further, Friske teaches 'initiating 
execution of the operation' as a program of machine-readable instructions executable 
by a digital data processing apparatus to perform a method for reorganizing a database 
(col. 3, lines 20-22). Finally, Friske teaches 'at some point after execution has begun, 
placing a lock on the target data to prevent concurrent execution of other operations on 
the target data' as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target data set 
for data reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would have to 
wait for the target data set if another process, A, already had a lock on the target data 
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set. If another process, C, came along and requested access to the target data set, it 
would be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the 
reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind A for the 
target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use the 
target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed, 
where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 8, Friske teaches 'the database-management system is configured to 
place an initial lock on the target data at a level that prevents concurrent execution of at 
least one operation and, at some point after execution has begun, placing a final lock on 
the target data at a level that prevents concurrent execution of a larger set of 
operations' as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target data set for 
data reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would have to wait 
for the target data set if another process, A, already had a lock on the target data set. If 
another process, C, came along and requested access to the target data set, it would 
be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the 
reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind A for the 
target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use the 
target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed, 
where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 
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As to claim 9, Friske teaches 'the initial lock allows concurrent execution of at 
least one other operation on the target data' as a blocking drain has been used to 
request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process 
requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, 
already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along and 
requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting 
for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were 
queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 
408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) 
of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13). 

As to claim 10, Friske teaches 'the subsequent lock prevents concurrent 
execution of all other operations on the target data' as a blocking drain has been used 
to request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process 
requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process. A, 
already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along and 
•requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting 
for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were 
queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 
408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) 
of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
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performs between synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13). 

As to claim 1 1 , Friske teaches 'the database-management system is configured 
to allow a user to specify the type of lock initially placed on the data' as a blocking drain 
has been used to request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. 
The process requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another 
process, A, already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along 
and requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B 
waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process 
C were queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as 
task 408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units 
(LUW) of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13). 

As to claim 12, Friske teaches 'multiple computing nodes and multiple storage 
devices, where each storage node is configured to manage storage of data on at least a 
subset of the storage devices' as one or more magnetic data storage disks such as a 
"hard drive" or any other suitable storage device (col. 4, lines 20-23 et seq). 

As to claim 13, Friske teaches 'the database-management system is configured 
to place the lock on a block of data that is spread across more than one of the storage 
devices' as one or more magnetic data storage disks such as a "hard drive" or any other 
suitable storage device (col. 4, lines 20-23 et seq). 
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As to claim 14, Friske teaches 'the operation is one of the following types: a 
COLLECT STATISTICS operation, a CREATE INDEX operation, and an ALTER TABLE 
operation* as after the target data set has been unloaded, the data is ordered in logical 
sequence in task 410, reorganized in task 412, and loaded into a shadow location in 
task 414. The target data set may include data indexes which, after the target data set 
has been reorganized, may be rebuilt into reorganized data indexes in task 416. 
Rebuilding the data indexes is necessary in the preferred embodiment as discussed 
above so that quick access to the reorganized data may occur. Log records are applied 
to the target data set in the shadow location in task 41 8 which allows any changes to 
the original data set which occurred while the reorganization was taking place to be 
applied to the reorganized target data set (col. 7, lines 55-67 et seq). 

As to claim 15, Friske discloses a computer program, stored on at least one 
computer-readable storage medium, for use in managing data in a database system, 
comprising executable instructions that, when executed by a computer(coL 2, 60-67). 
Friske teaches 'receiving a request to perform an operation on a set of target data' as 
the unloaded target data set is reorganized by the processor 106 and loaded into a 
shadow location 310 of the storage unit 108 (col. 6, lines 25-27 et seq). Further, Friske 
teaches 'initiating execution of the operation' as a program of machine-readable 
instructions executable by a digital data processing apparatus to perform a method for 
reorganizing a database (col. 3, lines 20-22). Finally, Friske teaches 'at some point after 
execution has begun, placing a lock on the target data to prevent concurrent execution 
of other operations on the target data' as a blocking drain has been used to request a 
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lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process requesting the 
lock. B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A. already had a 
lock on the target data set. If another process, C, canne along and requested access to 
the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the 
data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were queued and 
waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would 
have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process 
A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between 
synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 16, Friske teaches 'the program causes the computer to place an 
initial lock on the target data at a level that prevents concurrent execution of at least one 
operation and, at some point after execution has begun, placing a final lock on the 
target data at a level that prevents concurrent execution of a larger set of operations' as 
a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target data set for data 
reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the 
target data set if another process, A, already had a lock on the target data set. If 
another process, C, came along and requested access to the target data set, it would 
be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the 
reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind A for the 
target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use the 
target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed, 
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where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13 et seq). 

As to claim 17, Friske teaches 'the initial lock allows concurrent execution of at 
least one other operation on the target data' as a blocking drain has been used to 
request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process 
requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, 
already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along and 
requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting 
for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were 
queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 
408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) 
of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col, 7, 
lines 1-13). 

As to claim 18, Friske teaches 'the subsequent lock prevents concurrent 
execution of all other operations on the target data' as a blocking drain has been used 
to request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process 
requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, 
already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along and 
requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting 
for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were 
queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 
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408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) 
of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13). 

As to claim 19, Friske teaches 'the program causes the computer to allow a user 
to specify the type of lock initially placed on the data' as a blocking drain has been used 
to request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process 
requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, 
already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along and 
requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting 
for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were 
queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 
408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) 
of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization ('concurrent*) points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13). 

As to claim 20, Friske teaches 'the operation is one of the following types: a 
COLLECT STATISTICS operation, a CREATE INDEX operation, and an ALTER TABLE 
operation' as after the target data set has been unloaded, the data is ordered in logical 
sequence in task 410, reorganized in task 412, and loaded into a shadow location in 
task 414. The target data set may include data indexes which, after the target data set 
has been reorganized, may be rebuilt into reorganized data indexes in task 416. 
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Rebuilding the data indexes is necessary in the preferred ennbodiment as discussed 
above so that quick access to the reorganized data may occur. Log records are applied 
to the target data set in the shadow location in task 41 8 which allows any changes to 
the original data set which occurred while the reorganization was taking place to be 
applied to the reorganized target data set (col. 7, lines 55-67 et seq). 

As to claim 21 , Friske teaches a method for use in managing data in a database 
system (col. 2, 60-67). Friske teaches 'receiving a request to perform a data-definition 
operation on a set of target data' as the unloaded target data set is reorganized by the 
processor 106 and loaded into a shadow location 310 of the storage unit 108 (col. 6, 
lines 25-27 et seq). Further, Friske teaches 'initiating execution of the operation' as a 
program of machine-readable instructions executable by a digital data processing 
apparatus to perform a method for reorganizing a database (col. 3, lines 20-22). Finally, 
Friske teaches 'at some point after execution has begun, placing a lock on the target 
data to prevent concurrent execution of other operations on the target data' as a 
blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target data set for data 
reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the 
target data set if another process, A, already had a lock on the target data set. If 
another process, C, came along and requested access to the target data set, it would 
be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the 
reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind A for the 
target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use the 
target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed, 
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where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 22, Friske teaches 'the initial lock excludes at least some concurrent 
operations on the target data' as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a 
target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, 
would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, already had a lock on 
the target data set. If another process, C, came along and requested access to the 
target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data 
set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting 
behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to 
wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were 
completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between 
synchronization ('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 23, Friske teaches 'allowing a user to select the level of the initial 
lock* as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target data set for data 
reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the 
target data set if another process. A, already had a lock on the target data set. If 
another process, C, came along and requested access to the target data set, it would 
be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the 
reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind A for the 
target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use the 
target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed, 
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where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent*) points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 24, Friske teaches 'placing an initial lock on the target data includes 
placing one of the following types of locks on the target data an ACCESS lock; a READ 
lock; and a WRITE lock' as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target 
data set for data reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would 
have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, already had a lock on the 
target data set. If another process, C, came along and requested access to the target 
data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. 
Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind 
A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use 
the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed, 
where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13 et seq). 

As to claim 25, Friske teaches 'placing a final lock on the target data includes 
placing an EXCLUSIVE lock on the target data' as a blocking drain has been used to 
request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The process 
requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, 
already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along and 
requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting 
for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were 
queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 
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408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) 
of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization {'concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13 et seq). 

As to claim 26, Friske teaches 'placing an initial lock on the target data includes 
locking an entire table' as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target 
data set for data reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would 
have to wait for the target data set if another process, A, already had a lock on the 
target data set. If another process, C, came along and requested access to the target 
data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. 
Assuming the reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind 
A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use 
the target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed, 
where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 27, Friske teaches 'receiving the instruction from the user includes 
receiving an instruction to perform one of the following operations: a CREATE INDEX 
operation, a COLLECT STASTICS operation, and an ALTER TABLE operation' as after 
the target data set has been unloaded, the data is ordered in logical sequence in task 
410, reorganized in task 412, and loaded into a shadow location in task 414. The target 
data set may include data indexes which, after the target data set has been 
reorganized, may be rebuilt into reorganized data indexes in task 416. Rebuilding the 
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data indexes is necessary in the preferred embodiment as discussed above so that 
quick access to the reorganized data may occur. Log records are applied to the target 
data set in the shadow location in task 418 which allows any changes to the original 
data set which occurred while the reorganization was taking place to be applied to the 
reorganized target data set (coll. 7, lines 55-67). 

As to claim 28, Friske discloses a method for use in managing data in a database 
system (col. 2, 60-67). Friske teaches 'receiving a request to perform a MODIFY 
DATABASE/USER operation on a set of target data' as the unloaded target data set is 
reorganized by the processor 106 and loaded into a shadow location 310 of the storage 
unit 108 (col. 6, lines 25-27 et seq). Further, Friske teaches 'initiating execution of the 
operation' as a program of machine-readable instructions executable by a digital data 
processing apparatus to perform a method for reorganizing a database (col. 3, lines 20- 
22). Finally, Friske teaches 'at some point after execution has begun, placing a lock on 
the target data to prevent concurrent execution of other operations on the target data' 
as a blocking drain has been used to request a lock on a target data set for data 
reorganization purposes. The process requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the 
target data set if another process, A, already had a lock on the target data set. If 
another process, C, came along and requested access to the target data set, it would 
be placed in a queue behind B waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the 
reorganization process B and process C were queued and waiting behind A for the 
target data set, the unload phase shown as task 408 would have to wait to use the 
target data set until all active logical work units (LUW) of process A were completed. 
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where a LUW includes the processing a program performs between synchronization 
('concurrent') points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, lines 1-13). 

As to claim 29, Friske teaches 'maintaining an ACCESS lock on the target 
database or user and no locks on the immediate parent of the targeted database or user 
during execution of the MODIFY DATABASE/USER operation' as a blocking drain has 
been used to request a lock on a target data set for data reorganization purposes. The 
process requesting the lock, B, would have to wait for the target data set if another 
process, A, already had a lock on the target data set. If another process, C, came along 
and requested access to the target data set, it would be placed in a queue behind B 
waiting for access to the data set. Assuming the reorganization process B and process 
C were queued and waiting behind A for the target data set, the unload phase shown as 
task 408 would have to wait to use the target data set until all active logical work units 
(LUW) of process A were completed, where a LUW includes the processing a program 
performs between synchronization (^concurrent*) points with the apparatus 100 (col. 7, 
lines 1-13 et seq). 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please see attached PTO-892. 

a. US Patent No. 6,460,055 B1 , issued to Midgley et al. on 10/01/02. The subject 
matter disclosed therein is pertinent to that of Claims 1,7, 15,21 and 28 (e.g. 
concurrent operation, target data, execution opeartion etc.). 
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a. US Patent No. 5,546,579, issued to Josten et al. on 08/13/96. The subject matter 
disclosed therein is pertinent to that of Claims 1 , 7, 15, 21 and 28 (e.g. concurrent 
operation, target data, execution opeartion etc.). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad Ali whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
4356. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:30am- 
6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 
for regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



9600, 



Mohammad Ali 



Patent Examiner 
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